
 

 

 

Let Us Walk with Rosalie…                             
  

 
       

 

 

 

 

 
We wish to continue our journey with Rosalie under the general theme To be allowed to 

be touched by the misery of others is to meet God. This is why this time our theme is God 

calls us to take concrete action. 

In step 1, as we become aware of the pain and suffering of the other, we allowed 

ourselves to be touched by it and to be receptive to it. In step 2 we are moved to action, 

we feel the need to do something to help the person no matter what the cost. It is 

primarily the relationship that will dictate the action: a simple presence, a smile, 

compassionate listening, words of comfort, and/or a brief or prolonged time of support.  

Every action of this type is a revelation of the mercy alive in the person, the Father’s 

mercy always moves us to action. To be merciful is to seek out the one who is suffering 

because our heart has been touched and we are moved to the core. It is to take seriously 

the pain and suffering they are experiencing no matter what form it may take. And it is to 

always speak and act in a way that will help put them back on their feet, so as to restore 

their dignity.
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Rosalie’s Actions 

How did God move Rosalie to action? Her whole life, her relationship with Him and her 

personal life journey all contributed to making Rosalie aware of those rejected by society, 

even the most rejected, the single mothers. Rosalie was inspired by the desire to do God’s 

will which she did by working to improve the quality of life of those whose path she 

crossed and by helping to restore their human dignity.  

What can we learn from her in our own search and desire to act with mercy?  

Rosalie was able to see the pain in others but she was not content to remain a simple 

bystander; she reached out to others, accepted them without prejudice and walked with 
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them, even though she knew she was going against the closed mentality of the people of 

the time. Rosalie was not afraid to risk.  

We know for sure that Rosalie was a good “companion”. She made people feel 

comfortable and created an atmosphere of trust just by the way she looked at them. 

Rosalie knew how to be present for others; she listened, adjusted to their ways, responded 

to their needs. She walked with them at their own pace and made sure their solution came 

from them. She was a source of compassion, imbued with a maternal spirituality and 

filled with mercy. 

 

Towards a Merciful Way of Acting 

It is important that we sharpen our senses if we are to act with mercy. We must learn to 

allow our way of looking, listening, speaking and acting to flow from the depths of our 

heart. That means a movement of love that guides us beyond appearances that are often 

repulsive. As Rosalie, we must see the best in others and marvel at their gifts.  

Every person needs recognition and love. Everything we do for others, no matter how 

insignificant, will bear its own fruit in its own time. It will also be shared with others who 

in turn will pass it on to someone else. By so doing we will contribute to the coming of 

God’s reign in our midst.  

How does Rosalie inspire me in my actions? How can I put this into practice with 

those around me?  

How does my openness and response to the pain and suffering of others help to 

make life better? 

Why not take the time to review my day and offer to God all the acts of love I performed 

and those I omitted, so that He can bless everyone I met that day. Let us ask God to 

strengthen us in our resolve to act with purpose.  

“For in Christ Jesus the only thing that counts                                                                          

is faith expressing itself through love.” (Galatians 5, 6) 

 
 


